
Foundation For Allen Schools Grant Application

Let's get to know you!

First Name Linea

Last Name Villarreal

Preferred name/name that you go by: Linea

Email Address linea.villarreal@allenisd.org

Best phone number to reach you at: 12143265515

Campus Rountree Elementary School

Grade(s) 6

I have co-applicants: No

Please provide your work-related Facebook contact
information. Not Answered

Please provide your work-related Twitter contact
information. Not Answered

Project Information

Name of Grant Engaging Informational Text

Please select the MAIN curriculum area your grant
addresses. English Language Arts (Secondary)

Does your grant have a technology component? Yes

Does your grant have a need or requirement that will
change, alter, or require any maintenance to Allen ISD

Properties?
No

Will other campuses be involved/impacted? No

Will other grades be involved/impacted? No

How many students will be involved in this grant? 50

Are there any additional funds available for this grant? No

Project Information Continued

AP865568 - Page 1 of 5



What is the problem, need or opportunity that this grant
will address? Describe the impact of this project on your

students.

Reading and understanding informational text is an
essential life skill. Students must be able to utilize this

skill in all subject areas, as well as in their daily lives. In
response to the challenges that many students face

when trying to comprehend informational text, the level of
need for interesting, engaging, and relevant informational

text becomes evident. It is imperative to find text they
want to read, which will expose them to academic
vocabulary, as well as a variety of structures and

features. Exposing students to a variety of quality text
offers multiple opportunities for them to develop valuable

fluency and comprehension skills. Reading skills are
acquired more organically when students are able to
choose the reading material with which they interact.

While the Internet is an endless source of leveled,
nonfiction text, it is not always interesting, sometimes

irrelevant depending on school demographics, and may
not include grade-level features with which students can
interact. Junior Scholastic Magazines are viable solution,
as they present students with relatable, real-world, and
diverse concepts that address multiple content areas. A
purchased subscription to Junior Scholastic Magazines
includes both print and digital materials. Having such a

resource can greatly increase a student's academic
vocabulary and fluency in nonfiction text, which will

benefit them in all subject areas.

How will the project or program be implemented?
Describe activities and tasks. Who is the target
population and in what ways will they benefit?

Junior Scholastic Magazines will be used to teach the
TEKS associated with nonfiction text. Each issue

includes lesson plans which feature vocabulary building,
comprehension skills, and application practice. There are

also videos that relate to the text, allowing students
multiple forms of media to ensure understanding.

Additionally, there are quizzes that will provide teachers
with measurable feedback in order to monitor and adjust
instruction. These magazines will be used in 6th grade

reading class. The articles will be used to teach text
features, text structures, and build academic vocabulary.
The reading teacher will plan specific articles according

to the social studies lessons in order to build cross-
curricular connections. Activities include reading the
articles, defining new vocabulary, watching related

videos (which are included in the subscription),
responding to text with writing, and more. These

activities and lessons can be done in whole group, as
well as a part of the guided reading instruction. Students

in sixth grade will benefit greatly from the variety of
subject matter, real-world text connections, exposure to
new vocabulary, and opportunities to practice reading

comprehension strategies. Students should show
measurable growth by increasing their MAP scores and

DRA levels.

Provide a brief summary for use on the Foundation's
website and social media.

Junior Scholastic Magazines provide students with
relatable, engaging informational text. Students can grow
in fluency, develop an appreciation for nonfiction reading
material, and extend their learning beyond the classroom

with this multimedia resource.
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Which Allen ISD goals/TEKS does this project support?
Please provide 2 examples.

6.8(D) Analyze characteristics and structural elements of
informational text, including: (ii) features such as

introduction, foreword, preface, references, or
acknowledgements to gain background information.

6.9(A) Explain the author’s purpose and message within
a text. 6.8(D) (i) Analyze the controlling idea or thesis with

supporting evidence. 6.8(D) (iii) Analyze organizational
patterns such as definition, classification, advantage, and

disadvantage. 6.9(B) Analyze how the use of text
structure contributes to the author's purpose. 6.9(C)

Analyze the author’s use of print and graphic features to
achieve specific purposes.

What specific measurements will be used to evaluate the
effectiveness of the project?

MAP Assessment data and DRA assessment data will be
used to determine the effectiveness of this project.

What teaching methods will be used to implement this
project?

Teachers will employ many methods in order to use this
resource efficiently and effectively. They will use the

magazines as read-alouds, mentor text for writing, and
modeling the different text structures and features.
Teachers will also offer opportunities for students to

collaborate with peers to build vocabulary, research, and
make connections across texts. Technology will also be

integrated with the videos and online viewing of the
magazine, which will give students access beyond the

classroom.

What is the project timeline and the date of
implementation?

Junior Scholastic Magazines are a monthly subscription
that are delivered from September to May, and the digital
subscription is available beginning in August. We would
begin implementing the lessons included and the use of

the magazines upon accessing the digital version.

Explain how this idea or project enhances/supports Allen
ISD curriculum or existing systems.

Allen ISD believes that curriculum should be "accessible
to all students and differentiated to address the needs of

each learner." Junior Scholastic Magazines would
support this belief, as it provides a variety of relevant
stories on varying reading levels in order to meet the

needs of all learners. Allen ISD is committed to providing
relevant learning opportunities, and this resource is a
fabulous tool to enhance such learning. Additionally,

Allen ISD curriculum is TEKS aligned, and Junior
Scholastic Magazines and "teaching resources are

designed to support rigorous Social Studies and English
Language Arts standards at the state and national

levels."

Project Budget

Total Grant Budget Requested: 465.00

Project Budget Set Number 1

Item Type Instructional Supplies or Resources

List item to be purchased under item category: Junior Scholastic Magazine Subscription

Unit Cost 9.30

Quantity 50

Total cost of items in this category: 465.00

NGB
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First
Name

Last
Name Email NGB Record Letter

Lara Utecht lara.utecht@allenisd.org RN232295 Name: Rec234668,
Status: Submitted

Click on the 'Edit' button to
replace this with your letter.

NGB Custom Questions and Answers

Rec234668

I certify that this would be a good use of funds for our
school and this grant supports the district goals and/or
our campus improvement plans. **Do NOT include any

identifiers, such as: campus name, your name, teacher's
name or mascot **

Please provide comments/feedback for the applicant:

At a Title I school we continually strive to utilize resources
that will support closing the gaps and growth of our
students. This grant would help support the need of

support in the area of reading.

Technology Approval

Please upload your technology approval here: Grant Approval     

Almost done!

Not Available
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https://res.cloudinary.com/kaleidoscope-group/raw/upload/v1645477171/xfa6667u4p51xk980pkm.pdf


1

Linea Villarreal

From: Application Approval <no-reply@aisd.happyfox.com>
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2022 2:30 PM
To: Linea Villarreal
Subject: Re: Grant Technology Request #AA00007258

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Allen ISD. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 
and know the content is safe. 

 

New reply for the ticket #AA00007258 
  

Hi Linea, 
 
Junior Scholastic Magazine is approved by technology.  I will go ahead and close the ticket, but if you need anything 
else you can email me at alexis.peterson@allenisd.org 
 
Thanks! 
 
Alexis Peterson 
 
Alexis Peterson 
 
 
#AA00007258 
Application Approval 

 You don't often get email from no-reply@aisd.happyfox.com. Learn why this is important  
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